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wood paste. Then they boil rice on the spot, and offer
it to the goddesses, and afterwards bring to the shrifie
sheep, pigs, and fowls. Water is first poured over
each sheep, and, if it shivers, it is accepted by the god-
desses ; if not, it is rejected.1 Then one of the Pariah
pujaris cuts off the head of the acceptable victims with
a sword. If the head is cut off at one blow, another
pujari, who is supposed to be under the influence of the
deity, sucks out the blood from the neck of the carcass.
During the night he thus sucks the blood of about a
hundred sheep. After the sheep have been killed, four
or five pigs are offered by a few of the Pariahs, who have
made vows. The head of each pig is cut off with a
chopper, and then a small quantity of blood is collected
in some earthen vessels, newly brought from the
potter's house, and placed inside the shrine. When all
the people have left the place, the pujaris mis this
blood with some boiled rice, and throw it about a
hundred yards outside the shrine to the north-west,
north-east, south-east, and south-west, and that ends the
festival.
Trickinopoly. The sucking of the blood is a horrid
business, but not so horrid as an annual ceremony which
takes place every February or March at Trichinopoly,
one of the great centres of trade and education in the
Tamil country, during the festival of Kalumaiamman.
She is regarded as the guardian against cholera and
cattle plague, and epidemics generally. A very fat
pujari of the VeHalat caste, who holds this unenviable
office by hereditary right, is lifted up above the vast
crowd on the arms of two men; some two thousand
kids are then sacrificed one after the other, the blood
of the first eight or ten is collected in a large silver"
vessel holding about a quart, and handed up to the
pujari, who drinks it all. Then, as the throat of
each kid is cat, the animal is handed up to him, and he
sucks or pretends to suck the blood out of the carcass.
The belief of the people is that the blood is consumed
1 See above, p. 55,